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Company received initial $2 million in funding to accelerate design for advanced large aperture payload for next

generation Earth observation and space domain awareness platforms

HERNDON, Va.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- BlackSky Technology Inc. (NYSE: BKSY) was awarded a multi-year, sole-source

$99 million U.S. government IDIQ contract for advanced, next generation capabilities. The company received an

initial $2 million to accelerate the design of an advanced large aperture optical payload for Earth observation and

space domain awareness platforms.

“This award validates and leverages our investments in leap ahead space technologies that feature next generation

space architectures as part of our long-term constellation roadmap,” said Brian O’Toole, BlackSky CEO. “With U.S.

government collaboration, we can accelerate these critical technologies as part of multi-year advanced technology

development program. In order to demonstrate the scale and impact of these new technologies we’ll be focused on

quickly �elding advanced systems that combine future-generation payloads with an evolution of our proven Gen-3

space architecture.”

This AFRL contract serves to develop additional commercial space-based intelligence capabilities and mission

applications distinct from those addressed by current Gen-2 and Gen-3 monitoring systems and the company’s

future AROS broad area search system. The contract is expected to advance innovations for optical imaging and

overall platform-level utility and support more novel applications in high-cadence Earth monitoring and observing

objects in low Earth, geostationary and cis-lunar orbits.

1

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fir.blacksky.com&esheet=54473055&newsitemid=20260331722359&lan=en-US&anchor=BKSY&index=1&md5=bad4f2c98fb69434c538f33f4c354abb


“We will leverage the unique, highly scalable core technology of Gen-3 into every incremental advancement along

our roadmap looking at the AROS broad area search system as the next step into the more expansive very large-

aperture optical imagery capabilities covered by this contract. These advancements will enable very high-resolution

imaging and collection performance combined with low latency space-based communications,” said O’Toole.

The satellites developed under this contract are expected to operate as both a data storage and processing hub

and be compatible with on-orbit data centers in space, i.e. a ubiquitous AI-enabled communications environment.

Satellites developed under this e�ort are also expected to integrate with current and future launch vehicles.

From the establishment of our foundational Gen-2 capabilities through the evolution of Gen-3 and future AROS

systems, BlackSky has strategically developed and deployed a unique mission-oriented AI-enabled architecture

purpose-built to meet current and future demands for dynamic, real-time monitoring. With speed as a focal point

across our entire enterprise, this critical software-oriented architecture, brought together with our vertically

integrated advanced satellite manufacturing capabilities, has informed our ability to rapidly place on-orbit the

world’s most advanced space-based intelligence system.

About BlackSky

BlackSky is a real-time, space-based intelligence company that delivers on-demand, high frequency imagery,

analytics, and high-frequency monitoring of the most critical and strategic locations, economic assets, and events in

the world. BlackSky owns and operates one of the industry’s most advanced, purpose-built commercial, real-time

intelligence systems that combines the power of the BlackSky Spectra  tasking and analytics software platform and

our proprietary low earth orbit satellite constellation.

With BlackSky, customers can see, understand and anticipate changes for a decisive strategic advantage at the

tactical edge, and act not just fast, but �rst. BlackSky is trusted by some of the most demanding U.S. and

international government agencies, commercial businesses, and organizations around the world. BlackSky is

headquartered in Herndon, VA, and is publicly traded on the New York Stock Exchange as BKSY. To learn more, visit

www.blacksky.com and follow us on X.

Forward-Looking Statements

Certain statements in this press release may contain forward-looking statements within the meaning of the federal

securities laws with respect to BlackSky. These forward-looking statements generally are identi�ed by the words

“believe,” “project,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “estimate,” “intend,” “strategy,” “future,” “opportunity,” “plan,” “may,”

“should,” “will,” “would,” “will be,” “will continue,” “will likely result,” and similar expressions. Forward-looking
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statements are predictions, projections, and other statements about future events that are based on current

expectations and assumptions and, as a result, are subject to risks and uncertainties. Many factors could cause

actual future events to di�er materially from the forward-looking statements in this document. If any of these risks

materialize or underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results could di�er materially from the results

implied by these forward-looking statements. In addition, forward-looking statements re�ect our expectations,

plans, or forecasts of future events and views as of the date of this communication. We anticipate that subsequent

events and developments will cause their assessments to change. Accordingly, forward-looking statements should

not be relied upon as representing our views as of any subsequent date, and we do not undertake any obligation to

update forward-looking statements to re�ect events or circumstances after the date they were made, whether as a

result of new information, future events or otherwise, except as may be required under applicable securities laws.

Additional risks and uncertainties are identi�ed and discussed in BlackSky’s disclosure materials �led from time to

time with the SEC which are available at the SEC’s website at http://www.sec.gov or on BlackSky’s Investor Relations

website at https://ir.blacksky.com.
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