NEWS RELEASE

A Record-Breaking Shipment Bound for American Soil
4/23/2020
FORT WORTH, Texas — While economies around the world pause in the face of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic, farmers haven’t stopped. Spring is planting season for soybean and corn crops in America’s heartland,
and these seeds are a top commodity shipped aboard ights from Argentina to the United States
American Airlines ships more than 115,000 pounds of seeds to US farmers for a busy planting season
FORT WORTH, Texas — While economies around the world pause in the face of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic, farmers haven’t stopped. Spring is planting season for soybean and corn crops in America’s heartland,
and these seeds are a top commodity shipped aboard ights from Argentina to the United States.
Although passenger ights aren’t currently operating between the two countries, the seeds are traveling on one of
American’s cargo-only routes from Buenos Aires (EZE) to Miami (MIA). The ight on April 16 broke American’s alltime record for freight volume, moving 115,349 pounds (or 52,321 kilograms) of soybean seeds on a Boeing 777300 — the equivalent weight to 76 cows or 20,900 chickens.
The previous record for American’s 777-300 was 103,384 pounds, set in 2014 on a ight from Los Angeles (LAX) to
London (LHR).
The season for shipping soybean and corn seeds runs from March to May each year, with seeds bound for the
Midwest. American has been part of this seasonal shipping cycle for more than a decade and has shipped more
than 290 tons of seeds in the past few weeks alone. Last week’s record shipment arrived just as the U.S.
government announced the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, a $19 billion initiative aimed at supporting
farmers and ranchers.
American’s role doesn’t stop once the seeds are planted. After the northern hemisphere’s harvest each year, seeds
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from the grown plants are shipped back to Argentina to wait for the next growing season in the warmth of the
southern hemisphere. This proprietary process improves planting yield by up to 40%.
“We are proud to be a part of this important cycle that supports local farming and provides vital food and fuel for
the global economy. Transporting record-breaking volume in the process is just icing on the cake,” said Lorena
Sandoval, Director of Cargo Sales for Mexico, the Caribbean and Latin America. “With reduced ight schedules due
to COVID-19, it’s more important than ever to maximize every inch of available cargo space. We’re here to support
the world’s food supply, no matter what we face.”
American has expanded its cargo-only schedule to 46 weekly ights, o ering more than 6.5 million pounds of
capacity to transport critical goods each week between the United States and Europe, Asia and Latin America. The
airline will continue to add to the number of cargo-only routes in the upcoming weeks, almost doubling its current
weekly schedule. In addition to seeds, American continues to y life-saving medical supplies and materials to the
United States, including personal protective equipment and pharmaceuticals.
Soybean seeds wait to be loaded on the Boeing 777-300 ying from Buenos Aires to Miami.

More than 115,000 pounds of soybean seeds wait in the Buenos Aires cargo terminal before the ight to Miami.

About American Airlines Group
American Airlines o ers customers 6,800 daily ights to more than 365 destinations in 61 countries from its hubs in
Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas-Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix and Washington, D.C.
With a shared purpose of caring for people on life's journey, American's 130,000 global team members serve more
than 200 million customers annually. Since 2013, American has invested more than $28 billion in its product and
people and now ies the youngest eet among U.S. network carriers, equipped with industry-leading high-speed
Wi-Fi, lie- at seats, and more in ight entertainment and access to power. American also has enhanced food and
beverage options in the air and on the ground in its world-class Admirals Club and Flagship lounges. American was
recently named a Five Star Global Airline by the Airline Passenger Experience Association and Airline of the Year by
Air Transport World. American is a founding member of oneworld®, whose members serve 1,100 destinations in
180 countries and territories. Shares of American Airlines Group Inc. trade on Nasdaq under the ticker symbol AAL
and the company's stock is included in the S&P 500. Learn more about what's happening at American by visiting
news.aa.com and connect with American on Twitter @AmericanAir and at Facebook.com/AmericanAirlines.

2

