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After retiring the last of its McDonnell Douglas MD-80 �eet to Roswell, New Mexico, in early September 2019,

American is donating the last two MD-80 aircraft to CareerTech in Oklahoma City, and Lewis University in

Romeoville, Illinois.

FORT WORTH, Texas — After retiring the last of its McDonnell Douglas MD-80 �eet to Roswell, New Mexico, in early

September 2019, American is donating the last two MD-80 aircraft to CareerTech in Oklahoma City, and Lewis

University in Romeoville, Illinois. The airline will ferry the �rst of the donated planes to Will Rogers World Airport

(OKC) today. The other aircraft will be ferried to Lewis University Airport (LOT) Friday.

The donations to the two schools provides aviation maintenance students the opportunity to gain practical

experience by working on a commercial aircraft.

“As we look to the future of American’s Tech Ops work force, it’s important to train the next generation of aviation

maintenance students so we have a development pipeline for skilled technicians,” said Kevin Brickner, Senior Vice

President of Technical Operations for American. “Just like the MD-80 inspired our own team members in their

career development for more than 35 years, the aircraft will do the same for students for years to come. We are

proud to partner with CareerTech and Lewis University on this donation.”

CAREERTECH

With the MD-80 donation, CareerTech can expand aviation workforce preparation from a statewide level to the

entire CareerTech system. The aircraft will be used to train students in maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO)
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operations, and the corresponding curriculum and training materials will be utilized at all CareerTech technology

centers that provide aerospace training.

“The American Airlines donation of a MD-80 aircraft �lls a great need for aerospace training in Oklahoma and is a

positive step in preparing a highly quali�ed workforce,” said Dr. Marcie Mack, State Director of CareerTech. “This

donation opens possibilities for Oklahoma CareerTech students and elevates the hands-on training experience in

areas such as MRO and avionics.”

LEWIS UNIVERSITY AVIATION AND

TRANSPORTATION

The MD-80 donation helps Lewis University Aviation and Transportation develop a new generation of training as it

provides an updated avionics package and broadens opportunities for students to earn more Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA) certi�cates. All 700 current Aviation and Transportation students will use the MD-80 at some

point in their studies, however, it will primarily be used by nearly 200 students in the Aviation Maintenance

Management program.

“Lewis has been a national leader in aviation education since 1932,” said Dr. David J. Livingston, President of Lewis

University. “This generous donation from American Airlines will ensure that future Lewis graduates will enter the

aviation industry with the best possible training and experience.”

AMERICAN’S MD-80 IN 2020 AND

BEYOND

American retired its remaining �eet of 26 MD-80 aircraft Sept. 4, 2019 to Roswell. The MD-80, also known as the

Super 80, was the workhorse of the airline’s �eet throughout the 1980s and beyond. 

Two aircraft remained at the airline’s Base Maintenance facility in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Today, aircraft N9621A will

depart from the base to Will Rogers World Airport (OKC) in Oklahoma City. On Friday, Dec. 20, aircraft N501AA will

depart to Lewis University Airport (LOT) in Romeoville. These will be the �nal two �ights for American’s Super 80

�eet. Special dedication ceremonies at both schools will be held in early 2020.

American has donated eight MD-80 aircraft to educational causes. The others include:

2015: Oklahoma State University School of Engineering in Stillwater, Oklahoma

2013: Tulsa Air and Space Museum in Tulsa
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2011: Tulsa Tech in Tulsa

2011: Museo del Nino (Children's Museum) in San Juan, Puerto Rico

2010: G.T. Baker Aviation School in Miami

2009: Miguel Such Vocational School in San Juan

AMERICAN’S COMMITMENT TO

STEM INITIATIVES

American participates in initiatives that help introduce students to STEM careers in aviation. The airline recently

invited students from W.H. Adamson High School in Dallas to tour the airline’s maintenance hangar at Dallas Fort

Worth International Airport. The tour gave more than 25 students an opportunity to learn more about the

operation and see how STEM professions play a vital role in aircraft maintenance.

The airline has facilitated other maintenance hangar tours for students at Chicago O’Hare International Airport and

Tulsa International Airport. Additionally, American’s Line Maintenance team at Los Angeles International Airport

partnered with Project Scientist Academy and Tomorrow’s Aeronautical Museum earlier this year as part of an

initiative that supports aspiring young aviators from Compton, California.

About American Airlines Group
 

American Airlines o�ers customers 6,800 daily �ights to more than 365 destinations in 61 countries from its hubs in

Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas-Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix and Washington, D.C.

With a shared purpose of caring for people on life's journey, American's 130,000 global team members serve more

than 200 million customers annually. Since 2013, American has invested more than $28 billion in its product and

people and now �ies the youngest �eet among U.S. network carriers, equipped with industry-leading high-speed

Wi-Fi, lie-�at seats, and more in�ight entertainment and access to power. American also has enhanced food and

beverage options in the air and on the ground in its world-class Admirals Club and Flagship lounges. American was

recently named a Five Star Global Airline by the Airline Passenger Experience Association and Airline of the Year by

Air Transport World. American is a founding member of oneworld®, whose members serve 1,100 destinations in

180 countries and territories. Shares of American Airlines Group Inc. trade on Nasdaq under the ticker symbol AAL

and the company's stock is included in the S&P 500. Learn more about what's happening at American by visiting

news.aa.com and connect with American on Twitter @AmericanAir and at Facebook.com/AmericanAirlines.
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