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Stand Up To Cancer, American Airlines & Marvel
Studios’ Avengers: In�nity War Join Together in the
Battle Against Cancer
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New PSA features Marvel Studios heroes, American Airlines team members and SU2C researchers joining forces

against the disease.
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LOS ANGELES — Today, Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C), American Airlines and Marvel Studios’ Avengers: In�nity War
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announced a powerful collaboration as they team up in the �ght against cancer. The inspiring initiative and public

service announcement (PSA) features beloved Marvel Studios’ Avengers: In�nity War heroes, esteemed SU2C

researchers and American Airlines team members who have personally fought cancer. To raise funds, awareness

and further Stand Up To Cancer’s mission to bring groundbreaking therapies and treatments to patients as quickly

as possible, this �rst-of-its-kind collaboration comes to life in print, radio, digital and broadcast PSAs with a

powerful call-to-action and additional campaign elements to come.

“Our team members are true service super heroes and are at the forefront of everything we do at American

Airlines. The team members featured in this campaign represent all American team members who are currently

�ghting or have fought this terrible disease, and we are humbled by their fortitude," said Elise Eberwein, executive

vice president of People & Communications for American. “This innovative campaign takes a serious issue and

presents a powerful re�ection of the resiliency of the human spirit. We stand proudly with the Stand Up To Cancer

and Marvel Studios’ Avengers: In�nity War teams to underscore the importance of raising funds for more widely

shared cancer research quickly to save lives now.”

The print PSA includes Marvel Studios’ Avengers: In�nity War cast members Scarlett Johansson as Black Widow,

Chris Hemsworth as Thor and Chris Evans as Captain America, standing alongside SU2C Scienti�c Advisor Dr. Phillip

A. Sharp and American Airlines LAX-based Customer Service agent team member and three-time breast cancer

survivor, Shandra Fitzpatrick. The broadcast PSA will feature footage from Marvel Studios’ Avengers: In�nity War,

and of SU2C’s Scienti�c Advisor Dr. Lee J. Helman, as well as Shandra. Mark Ru�alo, Chris Hemsworth, Paul Bettany,

Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans and Chadwick Boseman are featured in the voice-over portion of the broadcast

piece.

“It’s an honor to bring these worlds together,” said Mindy Hamilton, Marvel’s senior vice president of Global

Partnerships & Marketing. “Our Super Heroes are often placed on pedestals as the ultimate paradigms, so we’re

excited to shift the spotlight onto the real-life heroes who battle against this terrible disease every day. On behalf of

the entire studio, we acknowledge their bravery, resilience, and the example they’ve set for all of us. And, most

importantly, we stand with them as they continue the �ght.”

The PSA campaign not only raises awareness for the cause, but also encourages American Airlines AAdvantage®

members to donate to Stand Up To Cancer. For every dollar donated, American Airlines AAdvantage® members will

receive 10 American Airlines AAdvantage® miles with a minimum $25 donation. Learn more at

StandUpToCancer.org/AmericanAirlines.

In addition to American Airlines’ Shandra Fitzpatrick,the PSA campaign includes LAX-based Aviation Maintenance

Technician Anthony MacGilfrey; LAX-based Flight Attendant Michelle Ballard; Miami-based Fleet Service Crew Chief

Juan Barquero; Chicago-based Captain Ron France; and DFW-based, Customer Care Manager Lynnae Stripling.
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“This incredible campaign represents Stand Up To Cancer’s mission to encourage collaboration across unique

partners in an e�ort to �ip the script on cancer and save lives now,” said Stand Up To Cancer co-founder Rusty

Robertson. “American Airlines has been a tremendous supporter of SU2C, and we are so grateful to their

courageous team members who are sharing their heroic, personal journeys in this PSA.”

“With the magic of Marvel Studios, we’re proud to bring real heroes — our SU2C scientists and the American team

members — together with �ctional ones, to help save lives and enable our innovative work to soar to greater

heights while empowering new audiences to join the movement,” said Stand Up To Cancer co-founder Sue

Schwartz.

The PSA campaign will launch early April 2018 with more elements from American Airlines to follow later this

month. This year, both Stand Up To Cancer and Marvel Studios each reach their 10-year marks. Marvel Studios’

Avengers: In�nity War will be in theaters April 27, 2018.

Stand Up To Cancer researchers featured in the campaign include Chair of the SU2C Scienti�c Advisory Committee

(SAC) Philip A. Sharp, Ph.D., Nobel Laureate, Institute Professor, MIT Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer Research,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology; SU2C SAC Member Lee J. Helman, M.D., The Saban Research Institute and

Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood Diseases at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles; Vinod P. Balachandran, M.D.,

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and principal investigator in the SU2C Convergence initiative; Marcela V.

Maus, M.D., Ph.D., Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center and Harvard Medical School, an SU2C 2017

Innovative Research Grant recipient; and Kimberly Stegmaier, M.D., Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Boston

Children’s Hospital, a 2009 SU2C Innovative Research Grant recipient. Additionally, Poppy White, a 10-year-old

patient who is currently being treated for leukemia at British Columbia Children’s Hospital and Research Institute,

also joins the Marvel Studios heroes, AA Team Member cancer survivors, and SU2C researchers in the PSA

campaign.

The PSA campaign was developed and created by LA, a creative advertising agency located in Hollywood, CA. The

broadcast PSA was directed by Tamra Davis, who recently directed episodes of Star, You’re the Worst and Younger.

Please visit StandUpToCancer.org/AmericanAirlines to learn more about the campaign, and follow us on @SU2C

across Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for the latest updates.

Download (PDF) »

Save lives now
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Donate $25 or more to Stand Up To Cancer and receive 10 American Airlines AAdvantage® miles for every dollar

you give.

Donate now

About American Airlines Group
 

American Airlines and American Eagle o�er an average of nearly 6,700 �ights per day to nearly 350 destinations in

more than 50 countries. American has hubs in Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, New York,

Philadelphia, Phoenix, and Washington, D.C. American is a founding member of the oneworld® alliance, whose

members serve more than 1,000 destinations with about 14,250 daily �ights to over 150 countries. Shares of

American Airlines Group Inc. trade on Nasdaq under the ticker symbol AAL. In 2015, its stock joined the S&P 500

index. Connect with American on Twitter @AmericanAir and at Facebook.com/AmericanAirlines.

About Marvel Studios’ “Avengers: In�nity War”
 

An unprecedented cinematic journey ten years in the making and spanning the entire Marvel Cinematic Universe,

Marvel Studios’ “Avengers: In�nity War” brings to the screen the ultimate, deadliest showdown of all time. The

Avengers and their Super Hero allies must be willing to sacri�ce all in an attempt to defeat the powerful Thanos

before his blitz of devastation and ruin puts an end to the universe.

Anthony and Joe Russo direct the �lm, which is produced by Kevin Feige. Louis D’Esposito, Victoria Alonso, Michael

Grillo and Stan Lee are the executive producers. Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely wrote the screenplay.

“Avengers: In�nity War” releases in U.S. theaters on April 27, 2018.

About Marvel Entertainment
 

Marvel Entertainment, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company, is one of the world's most

prominent character-based entertainment companies, built on a proven library of more than 8,000 characters

featured in a variety of media over seventy-�ve years. Marvel utilizes its character franchises in entertainment,

licensing and publishing. For more information visit marvel.com. © 2018 MARVEL

About Stand Up To Cancer
 

Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) raises funds to accelerate the pace of research to get new therapies to patients quickly

and save lives now. SU2C, a division of the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF), a 501(c)(3) charitable

organization, was established in 2008 by �lm and media leaders who utilize the industry’s resources to engage the

public in supporting a new, collaborative model of cancer research, and to increase awareness about cancer

prevention as well as progress being made in the �ght against the disease. As SU2C’s scienti�c partner, the

American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) and a Scienti�c Advisory Committee led by Nobel Laureate Phillip

A. Sharp, PhD, conduct rigorous, competitive review processes to identify the best research proposals to
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recommend for funding, oversee grants administration, and provide expert review of research progress.

Current members of the SU2C Council of Founders and Advisors (CFA) include Katie Couric, Sherry Lansing, Lisa

Paulsen, Rusty Robertson, Sue Schwartz, Pamela Oas Williams, Ellen Zi�ren, and Kathleen Lobb. The late Laura

Ziskin and the late Noreen Fraser are also co-founders. Sung Poblete, PhD, RN, has served as SU2C’s president and

CEO since 2011.

For more information on Stand Up To Cancer, visit www.StandUpToCancer.org.
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