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Building a Healthier Future Together:  
Henry Schein and Special Olympics Renew Partnership Through 2030 

 
Henry Schein’s Long-Term Commitment Helps to Advance Health Screenings, Education, and 

Wellness Support for People with Intellectual Disabilities Around the Globe 

 
Melville, N.Y., August 18, 2026 – Access to quality healthcare can make a profound difference in a 
person’s life. Yet for many people with intellectual disabilities (ID), barriers to care remain a daily reality. 
According to Special Olympics, despite severe need and higher health risks, individuals with ID are often 
denied health services and have a life expectancy that is, on average, 16 years shorter than the general 
population.  
 
Henry Schein, Inc., the world’s largest provider of healthcare solutions to office-based dental and 
medical practitioners, and Special Olympics have extended their collaboration through 2030, reinforcing 
a shared commitment to expanding access to health screenings, education, and wellness resources for 
athletes at select Special Olympics events globally. 
 
Through this partnership, which began in 2018, Henry Schein donates essential oral health and medical 
care products for the Special Olympics Healthy Athletes® program. Since 1997, Healthy Athletes has 
delivered over two million free health screenings to Special Olympics athletes worldwide and trained 
more than 300,000 healthcare professionals and students to treat people with ID. It supports the 
physical and social-emotional well-being of people with ID, the reduction of health disparities, and can 
help to increase life expectancy. The partnership also empowers and encourages healthcare providers to 
volunteer their time and services while increasing their knowledge of best practices in caring for and 
communicating with people with ID.  
 
“Creating healthier communities requires collaboration and sustained commitment, principles that have 
been central to Henry Schein since our founding in 1932,” said Kyle Guerin, Director, Corporate Social 
Responsibility, Henry Schein Cares, at Henry Schein. “Extending our partnership with Special Olympics 
reflects our shared belief that every individual deserves the opportunity to achieve better health and well-
being. We are proud to continue supporting programs that help expand access to care, foster inclusion, 
and equip healthcare professionals with the resources and experience to better serve people with 
intellectual disabilities.” 
 

Henry Schein’s donations are used during screenings in nine Healthy Athletes disciplines: Special 
Olympics Fit Feet (podiatry); Special Olympics FUNfitness (physical therapy); Special Olympics Health 
Promotion (preventative medicine); Special Olympics Healthy Hearing (audiology); Special Olympics Lions 
Clubs International Foundation Opening Eyes® (vision/eye health); Special Olympics MedFest® (sports 
physical exam); Special Olympics Special Smiles® (dentistry); and Special Olympics Strong Minds (mental 
health), in several countries including Germany and the United States. Beyond these disciplines, Henry 
Schein’s donations also support Special Olympics Healthy Young Athletes, the pediatric discipline of 
Healthy Athletes. 
 
Recently, the company donated a range of essential healthcare products for the 2026 Special Olympics 
USA Games that took place from 20 to 26 June 2026 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The event united around 
3,000 athletes, 1,500 coaches, 10,000 volunteers, and 75,000 fans from 50 U.S. states. 
 
“Long-term partnerships are essential to creating lasting change in health outcomes for people with 
intellectual disabilities,” said Dr. Dimitri Christakis, Special Olympics Chief Health Officer. “Henry Schein 

https://www.specialolympics.org/what-we-do/inclusive-health
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has been a valued partner in helping us reach athletes with critical health services, education, and 
support. Together, we are working toward a future where quality healthcare is accessible, inclusive, and 
responsive to the needs of every individual.”  
 
The donations to Healthy Athletes are an initiative of Henry Schein Cares, the company’s global 
corporate citizenship program, celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. 
 
Caption: Special Olympics Chief Health Officer Dr. Dimitri Christakis (center) and Special Olympics 
Nevada athlete Paul Brooks Jr. (right) at the Thrive Live conference in Las Vegas, where Henry Schein 
renewed its partnership with Special Olympics. 
Alt Text: Three people holding a large-sized check while standing on a stage. 
Credit: Special Olympics 
 
About Henry Schein Cares 
 
Founded in 1932 by Henry and Esther Schein, our Company has a rich history rooted in corporate citizenship. Their 
values inspired our commitment to innovation, leadership, and strong partnerships and serve as a driving force 
behind our ability to adapt to changing industry needs. Today, Henry Schein Cares, our global corporate citizenship 
program, aims to drive change through our five pillars: catalyzing healthcare access; advancing policies, solutions, 
and innovation; relationship building for change; empowering Team Schein; and sustaining the planet. Our purpose 
is to drive this positive change through the engagement of our constituents to help make the world healthier. By 
adhering to these pillars, we are committed to “doing well, by doing good” and recognize the importance of being 
accountable to the five constituents that make up the Company's Mosaic of Success — customers, suppliers, Team 
Schein Members, shareholders, and society at large. 
 
About Henry Schein, Inc. 
 
Henry Schein, Inc. (Nasdaq: HSIC) is a products, services, and technology platforms company for healthcare 
customers. With more than 25,000 Team Schein Members worldwide, the Company’s network of trusted advisors 
provides more than 1 million customers globally with more than 300 valued solutions that help improve 
operational success and clinical outcomes. Our Business, Clinical, Technology and Supply Chain solutions help 
office-based dental and medical practitioners work more efficiently so they can provide quality care more 
effectively. These solutions also support dental laboratories, government and institutional healthcare clinics, as well 
as other alternate care sites. Henry Schein operates through a centralized and automated distribution network, 
with a selection of more than 300,000 branded products and Henry Schein corporate brand products in our main 
distribution centers. A FORTUNE 500 Company and a member of the S&P 500® index, Henry Schein is 
headquartered in Melville, N.Y., and has operations or affiliates in 34 countries and territories. The Company’s sales 
reached $13.2 billion in 2025, and have grown at a compound annual rate of approximately 11.0 percent since 
Henry Schein became a public company in 1995. For more information, visit Henry Schein 
at www.henryschein.com. 

 
About Special Olympics International 
 
Founded in 1968, Special Olympics is a global sports movement to end discrimination against people with 
intellectual disabilities. We foster acceptance of all people through the power of sport and programming in 
education, health and leadership. With more than 4.6 million athletes and Unified Sports® partners and over one 
million coaches and volunteers in more than 200 countries and territories, Special Olympics offers over 30 Olympic-
type sports and nearly 60,000 games and competitions every year. Engage with us on: X, Facebook, YouTube, 
Instagram, TikTok, and LinkedIn. Learn more at SpecialOlympics.org. 
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