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1)   Arista Networks filed complaint against Cisco Systems for 
Antitrust and Unfair Competition (February 24, 2016) 

2)   Arista brings this action against Cisco under Section 2 of 
the Sherman Act, 15 U.S.C. § 2, and California’s Unfair 
Competition Law, Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § 17200 et seq.  

Claim Summary
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Cisco Litigation Re-Cap

•  Patents  

•  ITC – Broken up into two cases – 1/27/16 & 4/26/16 Initial Determination 
•  District Court (California) –  Stayed pending ITC 

•  CLI Copyright – District Court (California). Begins Nov 21, 2016. 
•  Patents Asserted Against: 

•  Arista advantages (ZTP, SSU, etc.) 
•  Industry standard features – ACLs, PVLAN, Loop guard, MLAG 
•  Assertion against SysDB is not Arista core - but “external management”  

•  IPRs Filed 
–  Inter  IPR Filing             Filing Date           Date Institution          Hearing                  Final Decision (latest)   
–  7,340,597  2015-00978  Apr. 1, 2015  Oct. 6, 2015  June 30, 2016  Oct. 6, 2016   
–  8,051,211  2015-00975  Apr. 1, 2015  Oct. 6, 2015  June 30, 2016  Oct. 6, 2016   
–   2016-00018  Oct. 6, 2015  Apr. 2016  Jan. 2017  Apr. 19, 2017   
–  7,224,668  2015-01710  Aug. 11, 2015  Feb. 2016  Nov. 2016  Feb. 18, 2017   

–   2016-00309  Dec. 9, 2015  June 2016  Mar. 2017  June 15, 2017   
–  7,047,526  2016-00119  Nov. 4, 2015  May 2016  Feb. 2017  May 4, 2017   
–  7,953,886  2016-00244  Nov. 24, 2015  May 2016  Feb. 2017  May 24, 2017   
–  6,377,577  2016-00301  Dec. 9, 2015  June 2016  Mar. 2017  June 14, 2017   
–   2016-00303  Dec. 9, 2015  June 2016  Mar. 2017  June 14, 2017   

–  7,023,853  2016-00304  Dec. 9, 2015  June 2016  Mar. 2017  June 14, 2017   
–   2016-00306  Dec. 9, 2015  June 2016  Mar. 2017  June 14, 2017   
–  7,162,537  2016-00308  Dec. 9, 2015  June 2016  Mar. 2017  June 15, 2017   
–  ** Dates in italics are estimated 

•  EOS developed on a clean slate 
•  Cisco never alleges that EOS uses Cisco source code.  
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Cisco Changed their Position when Threatened


“[p]atent litigation stifles 
innovation and causes 
companies to waste 
millions of dollars.”  

“It slows down the 
industry. It is a mess. 
It is unacceptable.”  

Mark Chandler John Chambers 

“[t]he uncertainty about what 
is actually covered by a 
patent allows….[a plaintiff] to 
opportunistically target 
technologies that in reality 
have little to do with what 
was invented.” 
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Industry Standard CLI: 
The Bait….


“Uses the industry-standard Cisco IOS 
CLI to minimize the amount of time 
needed for operators to learn the 
system and become operationally 
proficient.” 

“Cisco NX-OS offers the same industry-
standard command-line environment that 
was pioneered in Cisco IOS® Software, 
making the transition from Cisco IOS 
Software to Cisco NX-OS Software easy” 

Patent No. 7,953,886 (filed July 8, 2005).  
“many companies now strive to support some  
variation of IOS CLI in their routing systems.”   

2005 – Cisco Patent 
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2014 – Cisco reverses long-standing position 
“copyrighted features and implementations [of CLI] being used 
by Arista are not industry standards.”  

Brocade Juniper HP IBM Dell 

“Industry-Standard 
Command Line Interface” 

“ISCLI - Industry  
Standard CLI” 

“Industry  
Standard CLI” 

“Industry-Standard  
Configuration Interface” 

“Industry-Standard tools 
 and utilities, the CLI..” 

Industry Standard CLI: 
…And the Switch Ambush to the Entire Industry 




   8© 2016 Arista Networks
    8

Cisco Support

Anti-Competitive Bundling of SMARTnet Renewals


•  SMARTnet renewal is at normal prices for all-Cisco 
•  SMARTnet “Tax” - Penalty for going multi-vendor 
•  SMARTnet lock-in for Cisco customers 
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Our Mission: 
To deliver the best cloud networking solutions to address the needs of 

private, public and hybrid cloud customers  

Arista believes in fair and open competition

Many of Cisco’s legal claims relate to standard features and CLI

Cisco changed their position once threatened

This is not just an Arista issue, but a network industry-wide issue 

 Summary
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